
 

 

 

 

 

With restrictions lifting within netball and the game slowly returning in some form, we thought it 

was time to check in with the Grangers family about our return. Firstly, we hope you are all safe and 

healthy, have found some positives through the last few months, and have managed to find a new 

routine that suits you best.  

England Netball have recently had their roadmap for return to community netball approved by the 

government, and we would love to get Grangers up and running again. However, there are still many 

obstacles in our way before we can get back to the club you all love and remember. Currently netball 

is at stage 4a of their approved roadmap, allowing a modified game with limited numbers, 

preferably played outside. If all continues as planned, leagues and matches are allowed to begin 

from 26th September (stage 4b). We are yet to have confirmation from any of our local or regional 

leagues of a start date.  

The main barrier for a return to Grangers is a training venue. We cannot hire or safely train at our 

usual venues as they are indoor sports halls at either schools or universities. Understandably their 

priority is currently on their students safety and welfare, and not on private hires. We are looking at 

possible outside court hire, but are waiting on schools returning before they commit to any hiring. 

Numbers at each Grangers session will have to be closely monitored and controlled, limiting both 

equipment sharing and idle interactions between participants. We are considering many approaches 

to this, possibly separating training times and venues or operating a pre-booking system for each 

session. We will require all participants to complete a health screening and tracing form at each 

session attended, and not to partake in any activity if they show any COVID-19 symptoms or have 

been in contact with anyone who is. Each team within the club will need a COVID officer, and we will 

be asking for volunteers for this role before a team can be entered in to their league. Role 

description can be found on the England netball COVID support page below. We are also aware that 

many of our coaches have been shielding throughout lockdown and are in the high-risk health 

category. We are (as ever) looking for more adults within the club to step in to coaching, officiating, 

or support roles to keep the club running as a large, friendly, all-inclusive group. We will of course 

provide support and help you to access training courses. 

As a club we now have many health and risk assessments to complete before training can begin, but 

we would love some help and input from our members. Firstly, please head to the England Netball 

COVID-19 support page (https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/about/covid-19-support/) to read 

through their resources and guidance on the return to netball. Here you should find the community 

sport road map and an explanation of the modified game. They have produced an informative 

document setting out current plans and timelines, including steps to take as players or parents and 

guardians of players found via https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/englandnetball/wp-

content/uploads/2020/08/18163154/EN-Restart-Guidance.pdf. After informing yourselves on what 

is possible for netball currently, it would be of great help if you could fill out our club survey via 

https://forms.gle/CExkp2Fk8zNLjx9z8 (junior and youth players, please talk with your parents/ 

guardians/ transport while filling it out!). This will then allow us to see what you, our members, are 
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looking for from the club and allow us to prioritise accordingly. Finally, as it is a new season players 

need to affiliate to England Netball again. This ensures that the club, coaches and individual players 

are insured while participating in netball activity. If you held affiliation last season you should have 

received an email from England Netball with a link to follow to renew membership and an option to 

receive a discount before the end of the month. Alternatively, visiting 

https://engage.englandnetball.co.uk/Account/Login will allow you to login or create a new account. 

All existing players will need to be affiliated before attending a Grangers training session or match. 

Any new players hoping to join the club this season, please hold off affiliating until you have met us 

and made sure we are a good fit.  

As soon as we have any information about league start dates, we will pass this on through the 

website.  

Good luck to all those starting back at school or returning to the office this week, and hopefully we 

will see you all back in black and yellow soon! 
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